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4t a planning comference held at the TDR 'Ministry of Industry ~n 20
“eptember 1950, Grosse, head of Hauptsbteilung Meschinenbau und
Elektreotechnik, anncunced thot he had received »rrgent instructiens
frem the DDR inlstry of the Interierr Ter the preductien of:

(a) 5,000 gas masks as a “rial ~rder (which weuld be fellowed
by further large-scale -rders); and

(b} DV {Mst} 3,000,000 werth of rield canteens, spsdes and
cornking viengileo.

It was anneunced that the gas mask assigoment weuld be given te the
Geithziner Emaiilier-und Stenzvwerke (VVB-EWA) in Ceithein, Szweny,
whizh weuld have te pestpene all its eother aentracts. OGresse then
exhibited a sawple gas maslk, vhich appeared te be «f the standerd
Uohrmacht pattsrn. Fe said that when he speke ~f "gas masks" he was
new referring i~ the filters; in the sample which was passod areund
for examinatiern, the filter was of metal painted gray-green., Tt was
not pescible to sstimate the thickness of the filter itsclf, but a
sheet ~f mat textile material which smelled ~f an alkaline sr~lutien

was viaible at each end., Behind this appeared te be fine-gauge meial

mesh, charasterized by a pattern ~f dark stripes, viz: /" __ 1T | .

Grease wenti ned that this filter could be used fer ~ne heur 3nuly and

wenld then have t~ be replaced. It cruld net be treated frr further
use.

It wes “inally agreed that the necessary waterials feor these filters
shruld be allotted te the Seithein firm on 25 September. Xab®lwerk
Oherspres was te previde ths fine copper wire end the Stans-und

Urahtwebwerke Sserbrandt (YVB-TEHA) in Ragvhn was te weave i%. It wes

not finally decided whe sh-uld provide the metal, but the Eisenklittenwerk .

Thale, was crnsidered the mnst likely source of supply.
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